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ForFar the AdvocateJ
The Earnest aad Faithful

BY ED PORTERPOT THOMPSON

AsA unto Mmhim by sacredsacral stream
The angel camecaine with mandate fromfromonon high

There came to one I knowknew the SpiritsSpirit's gleam
And bade himhini tell the wicked they should

die
And bade him watch upon the walls and cry

Thathat woe should come to the impenitent
0 soneonon of man if thou forbear on thy

iven soul the curseeure of bloodd iaisi sentent
Then rise and warn mine erringe ring people to

repent

But doubtingdou in hishi mind he listened still
In company and musing solitude

To10 know if it might be his FathersFather's will
Or was there come the tempter to delude

Andnd halting thus in deep dismay he stood
Till oft again theth Spirit bade him fly

To quit himself of dying sinners'sinners blood i.i
And then he felt 0 woe is me if I
Preach not the gospel and my fellowman

shallhall die II-
EreEreEte then the SaviorsSavior's love had warmed his

heartheart-
O joy untold 11 he knew his sins forgiven

HeHo loved all humanhumankindkind and longed to imim-

part
im-

p
im-imim-

partpartp wr
The peace he felt and lead them up to

heaven
And earnestness became the hallowedhallo ed leaven

That madeoi de Mshis godly calling all sublime
And gave him power to look like holyholT

Stephen
Steadfastly up into the clime
And view what glory his when donedon withw th

fleeting time

TheTh coalcol from off the altar touched his lips
And throughthough his soul diffused the fire didi-

vine
di-di

vinevinc
Then to the work as strong man who equips

HimselflI to run he bore salvationssalvation's sign
not his thouthought that he himself must

shine
Or eeroer be lifted up with human pride

But to be counted faithful his desidesignti H

And sow the gospel seed bothbot farfair and wide
AndAad for MshisMastersMaster's flock the h av Y food

provide
e.e

HeRe gave himselfbim unto the bl ad workrk
AndAndlstudied much to showslsh rw himself apap-

proved
ap-

provedproved
As one within whose hearthe rt no shame should

lurk
ForF rtteachingaching ill the truth of him he loved

And aye he felt that him it well bbehoovedoved
ToTobebe to the strugglingfew

Whom faith and love and gloriousgl rio s hope hadhac
moved

To climb the HolyBoly Hill they brought to
view

And cheering lessons fromfroin his walk the halthalt-halt-

inging drew

Of01 JesusJesus' testimony not ashamedashli
He toldtold the godlessess manmaTi his dailyd sin

And withith his greatgr commission fitly framed
Appealed to mind and plead the heart to

win
And like Hilkiah's son hebe pausedp used not inin-

A
in-

A
in-

AA temporizingten por mood with high orarlowlow
Imbued with NathansNathan's candorca he had been

And to the guilty presence dared totoggo
To cry Thou art the man 11 and all his

dangerangel showw.
What though his burning words appeared to

fallfall-

On
fall-

OnOn deadened earscaiseMS and callous
1hearts

He faltered not norI doubted but in all
He ffeltl thetha peacepeace a conscience pure imim-

parts
im-imim-

partspartspar s

HeLIo felt there was no blood upon hiss skirts
And trusted God to bless the preached

Word
And savegaveve his hearers from the demonsdemon's arts i

And oft hisMahis soulsos ulwith sweetest praise wasPwas

in lonely hour this song of love waswaa

heard 4At early morn I walk abroada road

When nature is awakingawak ng
And all things in ourour MakersMaker'sMak rsr's praise
Are with my heart partaking

The rippling stream the smiling flower

The landscape and the woldold

The bee the bird the leafy bower

The charming influence of the hourhourhour-hou-

I
hour-

AI AAtthousand things untolduntold-
Alll allaU upon mymy senses movemon
I1 seesee I feel that God is loveJove

At cradling eveIwI wander forth
When nature is reposing i

She fallsr to sleep with placidl smile

Her tranquil hheartcarteart disclosing

The and starry host look on

lakeU angels watching oero'er us

TheTh very breezes breathe of one

kindly care is never done

WWhoseose light is eeroere er beforere us

Both morn and eve hishighi goodness proveprove-
Tseei J l e I feelfee that GodGod is love

Ific troublesi comeco my human heart
With gloominessgl o fi enfolding

I1 seek myrpy FathersFather's Holyly Word
ItsIt promisespromes beholdingol gj
1Ji callan to mind the former daysdavsdays-

i

JSJ'S

i Whenw n peacewas mine

1r learnl ai zi that he who humbly prays

ShallSh ll walkin hopeful happy ways

With blessings all divine

I1 ask I1 taste the joyjay aboveabove-
I1 knowk ow Ii Knowk w that God is love

Ii seese him down the vista of the yearsyeara
When likelik the vision seenBeen on Patmos'Patmos Isle

HisHia locks are white as snow and nownow he bears
The weight of ageago with the benignant smile

Of one whose heart a stranger is to guileguil
HeB sees his starry crown laid up in heavenheaven-

His earthly days well oero'er in which
He in his MastersMaster cause has noblyn bly striven
And to apostate man the holy warning given

His course is finished enough and nownow-

aHoH.H lays him down with tranquil heart toto-

die

to-

die

to-

diedie
With glorysglory's prelibation on his brow

He bids his weeping householdd all drawraw
nigh

Andnd speaksk a bleblessingsing to themthem from on
high

Then falls asleep to wake in Paradise
Mid sweet acclaim off thousand soulss uIs who

by
His work of love were led to seek the skies

AndArid over sins n and death triumphantly tot rise

How tellsteUs upon thehe destiny of menmen-

The
nn-

TTheT influence ofor a single holy one JI

HisEis words and ways lead up to heaven and

whwhennn-

HeHeHo sleeps in death the effects areareS scarce bebe-be-

gun

be-

gun

be-

gungun

His works do follow him and as upon

TheTheThe mount ofbf GodGoI he standsstan ds his strug-

glesglee oero'er
Tie bliss to know what hehemin Christ has done

Hisflis crown is gemmedd with those who went

before
And those who still willw come till timotima shallshaH

be nomore
Writtenat Saluda Ga Oct 1863

I

Ithisis with the editor a matter ofoftro-ro
gret that ththe following letterleter was so latel ie

in reaching hishin office The letter waswai

written In NovemberpostNovemberpost marked DeBe-De-

cemberembercember ndand reachedreache this office JanJan-Jan-

uary
Jan-an

miryuary This statement Isis mademad that
the writer from whom the editor will behe

pleased to hear often may knowkno w why the
communication did not sooner appearappeal inin-

the

in-

thethe paperr

MEMPHIS CONFERENCE

MnMR EDITOR We had aaveryveryver inin-in-

teresting
in-

teresting
n-n

and profitable session of ConCon-Con-

ference

Con-

ferenceference at Jackson Tennessee commenc-

ingingngi g on the and ending on thehe
The ConferenceOO was full preachpreach-preach-

ersers in good condition moremoie religious than
usual ass they werewere fresh from fields of
victory and triumph reportingportingr forfor the
year just ending eight thousandtho sand increase
They appeared also to behe fully in the
gospel harness andarid readyleady when the wordwoid
of command should be given to go forth
again to glorious war against the powers
ofo darkness the world the flesh and the
devil

There is unquestionablyly something
of moral sublimity and heroism exhibited
in our glorious system of itinerancy
To see a hundred andc fifty menm ri of inin-

telligence
in-

telligence and moral agencyagene sitting quietquiet-

lyly to receive their appointments to theirtheir-

sseverals pastoral charges and then gogogo-

forth
go-

forthforth without flinching murmurmurm ut or corncomcom-

plaint
comcom-com-

plaint and whoeverplaint is no common sight
beholdsbeh ll Sitit must be constrained to say
that these meninca areaie influenced by some
spirit far superior to nature 01or worldly

It is no lessless ththann the spirit oiofo

Christ It isiE apostolic theth only effective

method spreadingof scriptural holiness
over all lands

InWIn lookingIQ king over thistbs wonderful sys-

temtemtemoneone is led to inquireinquie onhatwhat pivot
does this great itinerantht wheel turn 1

Our enemiesssavhaveav said that it is a spring
ofecclesiastical despotism but this cancan-can-

notnot be where men are intelligent and free

especially in a system into which men enen-en-

ter
en-

ter
en-

terter continue and leave at their d
tiontio lnIt is often said among ourselves
and if I mistake notnotsa bishop repeated

it not long ago that the point of
the system is found in the fact that our
preachers voluntarilyaill resignr their right of
choosing their placespla es and the people rere-

sign
re-re

signsql their right toto choose their pastors
and both mutually agree to deposit this
important trust in the hands of the gengen-gen-

eral

gengen-gen-

eral
gen-

eraleral superintendents who appoint the paspas-pas-

tors
paspas-pas-

tors
pas-

torstors to their fieldsfields' of laborIn according to

ththeir godly judgment This is aa popular
notion but is it true 1I would like to
know if ministersmin s ershhaveveanyany suchucb tightright as

above stated Iff so80 is it natural or acac-

quired
ac-acac-

quired If naturali then it belongs to

all menmell by nature which is absurd Ifi
acquired it must be by becoming ChrisChris-Chris-

tians

Chris-

tians

Chris-

tians or MethodistsfetJ odist but if itit is by bebe-be-

coming

be-

coming

be-

comingcoming ChristiansChristians' doesdOees'es it not belong to

all Christians alike which isf inadmissi-

bleble and should it be saidsaid that it is inin-

consequence

in-

consequence

in-

consequenceconsequence of becoming Methodists

then I would inquire bywhatwh t law rule

or usage 7 It is certain that no man haslias

this right before hobe becomes aministera
and member of the Annual Conferencence

and it isls equally certainertain that by the law

ofotheofthethe Church no manman haslIas this rightlight
after he enters the Conference it follows

then that no minister among us resignsresign

Mshish s right totochchoosese hisMe pastoralpas chargege

becauseb lie never had any such rightr gh InLIn

said that thebeenlike manneri anner it has
4

1 ji fi ll o
g

peoplep have voluntarilyrily ic their
right to choose their pastors But who
gave them thisth rightlight and when did they
lay it down Did they have it before
theyth y joined the Church No Did
they acquire it afterwards If so80 when
andarid where PlainlynowherePlainly nowhere and at HOno
time It follows thentthat the people
do not resign their light to choose their
pastors because theyth y never had any suchsnob
right to resign and asa they have no
right to choose their pastorspa they have
no right torepresentation among them inin-

thethe legislative branch of the governmentg
of the Church On what pivot then it
may be asked does the great machinery
of anan itinerant ministry rrevolve II-
answer

I-

answeransweranswel the greatgrea commission of the
I

I

Divine Head of the Church jo ye into
all the world andand preach the gospel to
everyvery creature ccLetLet the dead bury
their dead buthut gog thoutho and preach the
kingdom offf God Pray ye the Lord ofoo-

thethe harvest that He would send forth
laborers into His harvestf lGo your
ways behold I send you forth asas lambs

i

amongmong wolves Christ sent me notnot-
to

1

to baptize but to preach the gospel
etc HeroHere is the great platform of itin-
erancy

itinitin-itin-
erancy resting upon the divine authority
of Christ to send andand the unconditional
submission of the sent totogogo and not a
word or hint that they have ththo right to
choose thisthis or that place as the field of
their operationsop rat ons onon the contrary atat-

one
at-

one
at-

oneone time they were forbidden to go among
theth Gentiles and Samaritans and comcorncom-

manded to go to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel At another time they
arear commanded to gogo into the high ways
and hedges andnd compelcom pe them to comecome-

ininin etc H Again Jonah it would seem
acted onqu the principle of choosing his
field of labor in fleeingto hish but
the Lordord had appointed him to go to Mn-Mn
v li let us notno follow his example

Thus itt waswa in the beginning andandl

soso itt is now or should be in all wellwell-
regulated churches ThereTh re should be
competentco authority to recognize and send
forth men ccalled of God into the minisminis-minis-
try

minis-
try

minis-
trytry to their designated fieldsf of labor
and when they have succeededd in winwin-win-
ning

win-
ningning souls for Christ and received them
into the Church they fall as amatter of
course under the pastoral care of their
spiritual fathers who are to feed them as
the flock of Christ taking theoversight
thereof that is theyyareare to teacht and rule
the Church From allaU thisthis it appears

I

plain enough that the notion however
popular in modernmoded times of pastors
choosing placespl cess and people choosing paspas-pas-

tors
pas-

torstors is subsequent toapostolic times andanian
unsupported by the Scriptures and asas-

for
as-

for
as-

forfor the notion ofoj these rights being vol-

untarily
volvol-vol-

untarily resigned by our pastors and peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

plepie I regard itjtt as a meremere hypothesis
without a8 foundation as anyanyoneone will see

who will carefully examineexa ine theth subjectIHIIwaswas glad to meet your worthy9 coco-co-

adjutor
co-

adjutor
co-coco-

adjutoradjutor RevKev P.P M.M HetIe nobly
withstoodod theth claims of the friends of the
so called greatgroat official at Nashville Our
excellent Book Agent was calm modest
andan dignified in the interests
confided tot his trust but Dr M.M waxed
eloquent in behalf ofof the chief organjan ofsf
the GeneralGneal Conference and seemed to
think that it was entitled to patronage
above all the Advocates becauseuse it was
authOrizedauth r by the General Conference
But such claims areaie not likely totG do that
paper much good and it would perhaps
be the best way to let the Advocates win
their waywywily to public favor by their indiindi-indi-

vidual

1

vidual merits
We had a pleasant time at Jackson

The weather waswas good There were
crowds of people inattendance oftenoffen fillfill-fill-

ing
fill-

ing
fill-

inging the Conference room to itsits' utmost
capacity and the kind friendsfri at Jackson
seemedseethed determined to make us remembermember
themth m by their refined Christianstian hospital-
ity

hospital
ity We s'sshallallbebe glad whenwheil the time
comes tot go to Jackson again

The fallfaU season has been quite favorfavor-favor-
able

favor-
able

favOr-

ableable forfo gathering andndd housing the vaVa-va-

rious
Va-

riousriousriou cropscr inn the country and theth work
isiB now neaily done Cotton II.I supposesuppose

will Dpnot average a halfhalt a crop corn less
than thattn t wheat scarcely any There
wasWM butb little sowed last fallfaU and it made
but a poor turn out When will ouraur
people learn wisdom WhenWh n will they
find it tto theirh interest to make bread and
meat at homeh.h me instead ofmaking cotton to
buy these necessaryec articlescles from abroadad

NOV 186666 OBSERVER
I

7

TimTHE BELIEVER INIE CHRIST The bebe-be-

lieverlieverhover lives bylF Christ likeliki Christ and for
Christ TILeThe Famearne principles pursuits
and motivesst which Christ had must bebe-

the
be-

the
be-

thethe exercise of his life The believersbeliever's
life is one which Christ has redeemed
animated andand endowed with spiritual
gifts in order thatt it may be spent inia his
service It is not merely for existence
or character or01 privilege thatthat- this life
was impartedbut for action

I

PERSEVERANCEIfIf youy u wish to do10
good do good ifif youyon wish to assist peopeo-

plepIe assist people The only way to learn
to do aathingthing is to doitdo it and thatJim
plies before you learnlearn-lear to do right you
willwill doyoudOWlongwrongwrongyou will make blunders
will havehaye failures but persevere andld youy m
will learn your lessonslesson's anda manymany- other
lessonslessons' by the way

I l f U r

Ij For the Advocate

SERMONS E RM ON
Was crucified dead and buried ArcsAPOSAPOS-

TLES
APOS-

TLES' CUBEDCREED
M

Amou the vast throngslongs thatth t followedfolIo wed

our Savior to his crucifixion there were

many people especially some pious wowo-wo-

men
wo-

men
wo-wowo-

menmen who could not behold the sad specspec-spec-

tacle
spec-

tacle
spec-

tacle without weeping When Jesus obob-

servedserved this lifting up hishi face allaU bloody
and heho said themdisfigured to DaughDaught-
erst rB of Jerusalem weep not for meme but
weep for yourselves and your children
for it will not be long before those shall
bete accounted happy who shall have no
posterity to inherit the miseries that shall
then comeome upon this nation OOn usMB

and on our children be his blood r JJ was
thethe awful imprecation of the mob when
clamoring for the blood of Jesus How
dreadfully was this prayer answered ancand
the miseries predicted by him visitedvisitel upon
them atattthee siege of Jerusalem when the
vengeance ofof heaven theme withwith-

aa fury unexampledu ed ininthethe history of the

world when they were exposed at once

to the horrors of famine of sedition oof

assassination and of the swords of thet e
i

Romans They put Jesus to death when
the nation had assembled to celebrate the

passoverpa and when the nation assembled
for the same purpose Titus shut them
up within the walls of Jerusalem The

rejection of the true Messiah was their i

crimeJand the following of false MesMes-Mes-

siahs

Mes-

ssiahss was their punishment They soldsole I

and bought Jesus asa a slave and they I

themselves were bought and sold as

slaveslaves They preferred aa robber and a

murderer to Jesus and their wishes

were abundantly fulfilled for they met

them att every corner of their streetsets
They put Jesus to death lest the Bo-Bo
mans should comecome and taketak away their

place ndand nation and the Romans did

comec and taketalie away both place and nana-na
tionLion They crucified JesusJ before the
wallswals ofot Jerusalem and before the walls
of JerusalemJerus they themselves were crucru-cru-

cified

cru-

cifiedcuffed in such numbers that room was
wanting for crosses and crosses were lacklack-lack-

ing

lack-

ing bodies I iing for
WhileThile the Savior hung n the crosscross-

in
cross-

inin the keenest torments the chief priests
rulers and soldiers and almost everyeveryoneone

passing by insulted his misery j prepropre-

suming
pre-

sumingsumingsliming thatthataa person reduced to that
low condition could never be the promprom-prom-

ised
prom-

ised
prom-

ised Messiah

But all the reply that he made to their
bitter and reviling speeches was only byby-

way

by-

way

by-

wayway of petition to his heavenly Father
I to forgive them as they knew not whatat
they did

A whilew hile after he was nailed to the cross
the whole frame of nature began to be
changedchange The sun withdrew its light
the stars appeared and the eclipse was
the more remarkable because the moon
being then at full could not be in concon-

junction The eclipse began about 12

and lasted till 3 o'clock in the afternoon

whenWRen all things were full of horror and
amazement MensMen's hearts began to relent
andnd instead of their former insults they
stood in silent expectance of what would
be the issue All this time our blessed

continued meek and silent though
languishing and wasting under the agoago-ago-

nies
ago-

niesniesnice which his body endured and the

heavy load of L the divine indignation
againstMt sin

After he had bowed hishis' head and

given up the ghost there immediately
happened a terrible J earthquake which

rent the vail of the temple from top to

bottom split thehe rockslocks and opened the

graves and tombstomb's soso that the bodies of
several who were dead arose and went
into Jerusalem where they were seen and

known by many These prodigiesprod which
attended our LordsLord's death struck the

spectators with such amazementnt thathat as
they returned homebome theyth y smote upon
their breasts and with gregreatt lamentalamenta-lamenta-

tion
lamenta-

tiontionon declared thatthitth t thetha personperouper on who hadlUId

that day was innocent
The very centurion and other soldiersrs I

who attended thehe execution declaredred that
he certainly wasw tiethet e Son of God I

After the death of our Savior Joseph I

born inhiArimathea a man of great
wealth and honorhone went tot Pilate anddd-

ii ii ll f 1 l'l 0 i Ni 1 i

begged him to allow himhini to take down
the body of Jesus andnd bury it

Pilate ordered the body to be given to
Joseph who for the time wrapped it up
in fine linen clothes which he had propro-pro-

vided
propro-

vided
pro-

videdvided foifor that purposepurpose
And at the same time Nicodemus

another private disciple of our LordsLord's
brought aa. mixture of myrrh andsans olives
with other spices and perfumes to emem-em-

balm
em-

balm
em-

balmbalm his body according to the manner
of the Jews

AncAnclC Ancl he made his grave with the
wicked and with the rich in his death

It seems strange that Joseph who
never openly professed a regard for Jesus
while living should now when he had
sufferedred allall the ignominy of a malefac-
tor

malefac-
tortor interest himself for his honorable
burialb ri I.I It is most likely the desire whichh
Pilate had expressed to savesa our LordsLord's
lifel fe andnd his unwillingnessun toto condemn
himbim togetherer with the wonders that had
accompanied the crucifixion and mademin desodeoso
many heartshe relent was the causecause of
Joseph going thus boldly to Pilatete

j JoJo-

seph's
Jo-

sephs
JQ-JQJo-

sephsseph's haste
x
in this matter no doubt

was to prevent thetlet body of our Lord bebe-be-

ing
be-

ing
be-

inging cast into the public charnel house apap-ap-

pointed
ap-

pointed
ap-apap-

pointedpointed forfOT the reception of the bodies of
malefactors The riches and honorahonorablele
stationst tion of Joseph being mmentionedti ned show
how strangelystrangey God broughtrought aboutabout an anan-an-

cientdent prophesy concerning thesheth Messiah
that notwithstanding thethe infamousousus manman-man-
nerncrner of his dying heho It shouldsh make his
ggraveaY Vwith theth richri j att his death

Ass theth deathde t and rresurrection of our
Lord arare theh twoo mostniost important articles
ofot the 0Christianhristian faith greatat significancencnce
is given to hishis' burial ThThe groundsgrou ds imim-

mediately
im-

mediately

In-In
mediately aroundd Mountfount1 Calvary and at
itsits veryv footo ooccupiedas gardensgardens'
one of whichh belongedb iong to JosephJosep of AriAu-

Imathea
In this garden he had latelylate y hewnn outt

ofof a rockro kiaa sepulchres for his own properpropprop r
interment Having embalmed the body
and wound it up in linen clothes here
they buried it and with a largelargo stone cutcut-

out
cut-

out
cut-

outout of the rock for that purpose closedcl sed
the mouth of the sepulchre

As the truth of Christianity would dede-

pend
e-e

pend upon the ofbf Jesus
ChristGhrist the certainty of his deathwaswas all
important This was put beyond all
doubt not by the usual manner of breakbreak-break-

ing
break-

ing
break-

inging the legs but by the thrust into his
side of the spear of the Roman soldier
and the great quantity of blood and wawa-wa-

ter
Wa-

ter
10

terter Wwhich issued
f

For the aw
CHURCHAA place where they hand round

the hat and be dismissedPeterPeter PikesPike's
New Dictionary

Many aa good thing fallsfaIls into disrepute
by being abused or overdone And per-

haps
perper-per-

hapshapshap Peter Pike hasline suffereds from the v

abuse of a very useful practice The
custom of taking up public collectionsin
churches is both early and latelat reaching
from Peter the Apostle to Peter Pike

1

In all temporal matters money is the
means of churchch successsuccess and for spinspin-spiri-
tual

spiri-
tual ends whether at home or abroad
domestic or foreign temporal matters are
necessary

And to procure these necessary means
in the manner leastl ast expensive publicpublio
collections in all the congregations
were adopted By this means the massmass-

of
massmass-

of
mass-

ofof peoplep opie may be addressed in thttlee same
time that is necessary to address oneone
But this means of usefulness is often
abused in our churches

Public collections become so frequent
that somesome of our congregations are never
dismissed without handing roundroun

I.I the
hatbat

Perhaps none are justifiablele iniiii 1 absentabsent-absent-

ing

absent-

ing

absent-

inging themselves from the house of God on
accountcounta of these frequent public collec-

tions

collec-

tions but it is true that many o absentabse t
themselves on this account

It is a necessary custom whichw ch is veryvery

easilyly abusedabu ed and ought therefore to
hebehetheae the moremore carefully guardedgua ded TTilee

habit of taking up collections on everyevryev

occasionc and for allaU kindskinds of objects

should be discontinued where now prac-

ticed

prac-

ticed and everywhere discountenanced

lybythethe return of empty baskets

T

Rev Mr SpurgeonsSpurgeon's church inip LondonL
now umbersnumbers membersa

ili l iii


